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For admission into Curtin, you must provide 
evidence of completion of a degree from a 
recognised university and provide evidence of 
English Language proficiency.  

In addition, you may need to meet specific course 
pre-requisites (visit www.international.curtin.edu.au 
to search for specific pre-requisites). Application 
deadlines can be found on the page 3 of  
this booklet.

As all courses at Curtin are taught in English, 
you will need to meet Curtin’s English Language 
requirements. You may be deemed to meet 
Curtin’s English Language requirements based 
on completion of a Bachelor degree course in 
which English was the language of instruction. 
This will be assessed on a case-by-case basis. 
Any one of the tests in the tables opposite can 
also be accepted as satisfying Curtin’s English 
Language requirement.

† All Master of Science coursework programs with the Department of Mathematics and Statistics require a 
minimum IELTS overall band score of 6.0 (min. bands of 6.0) or equivalent.

* Each application is assessed on a case-by-case basis. 

Some courses do not accept CUTE as meeting the minimum English language entry requirement, for example:
- Postgraduate Diploma in Business (Accounting) 
- Master of Commerce (Accounting) 
- All postgraduate courses in Physiotherapy, Pharmacy, Psychology, Nursing and Occupational Therapy	 
- All Health Sciences research courses.  
- All Humanities Research courses (also do not accept TOEFL) 
- Department of Education.

MINIMUM ENGLISH LANGUAGE ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

English Language Test Score

IELTS (International English Language Testing System)

- Writing and Speaking

- Reading and Listening

- Overall Band Score

6.0

6.0

6.5†

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) (With a 
minimum Test of Written English (TWE) score of 4.5)

570 paper based or 
230 computer based or 
92 internet based (23 in each section)

CUTE (Curtin University Test of English) A*

Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English (CAE) Grade B

Postgraduate  
Entry Requirements
For the latest in course information visit www.international.curtin.edu.au

Standard Postgraduate Entry Requirements

Postgraduate  
Courses
Further your education. Research your area of interest.  
Learn and work with leaders in the industry. Increase your skill  
and knowledge base. Advance your career.

At Curtin, you can choose to complete a 
range of postgraduate levels of study. The 
progression of study varies depending on the 
entry requirements set by each School. To find 
out the progression of postgraduate study for 
a particular program, contact the International 
Office. Curtin’s postgraduate programs include 
the following:

Graduate Certificate
Graduate Certificate courses are designed 
to develop skills in a specialised area that 
may or may not be directly related to that of 
an undergraduate degree. Some Graduate 
Certificates are specifically designed for  
non-graduates and allow you to progress 
towards further postgraduate study. All of the 
programs are career-oriented, and usually  
take one semester.

Graduate Diploma
The Graduate Diploma is a specialised, 
vocationally oriented award. Entry is normally 
based on completion of a Bachelor degree or 
Diploma, although this can be in an unrelated 
field if you have work experience in the 
field of study. Graduate Diplomas introduce 
graduates from disciplines outside of their 
chosen higher degree to postgraduate studies. 
Less academically qualified applicants may 
still apply. Graduate Diplomas are usually 
completed in two semesters.

Postgraduate Diploma
Emphasis in a Postgraduate Diploma is on 
developing greater knowledge and skills 
through advanced studies of methods, theories 
and strategies to which you have already 
been exposed at undergraduate level. You will 
maintain a vocational emphasis through strong 
links with industry. Completion of either the 
Postgraduate Diploma or Graduate Diploma 
usually takes two semesters, and you may be 
offered Recognition of Prior Learning (RPL) 
should you proceed to a Master degree.

Graduate Entry Master
Graduate Entry Master courses provide a fast-
track learning experience for students with a 
previous Bachelor degree, and are available 
in Physiotherapy, Occupational Therapy, 
Psychology and Accounting.

Master Degree
A School may accept you into a Master 
degree provided that you hold appropriate 
qualifications as decided by the Head of 
School. Where appropriate, provision may be 
made for you to undertake a bridging course 
or other preliminary work as a requirement for 
entry to a Master degree program.

Mature-age students who do not have 
formal entry qualifications may still qualify for 
admission to the Master program. You may 
be given the opportunity to commence a 
preliminary program to the Master program, 
provided any relevant work experience or 
previous academic achievement is recognised 
by the Head of the School, as equivalent to 
attaining graduate status. If performance in 
this preliminary program meets the required 
standard, you may then qualify for admission to 
the Master program. 

A Master degree is usually completed 
in three or four semesters, unless RPL 
is awarded as a result of other relevant 
studies. Some Master degrees also 
have a work experience component.

Professional Master Degree
Professional Masters are intensive, fast-
track programs designed to enhance the 
professional excellence of new graduates 
or working professionals. Each School sets 
RPL and credit for work experience and 
postgraduate qualifications, as well as specific 
entry requirements. Professional Masters are 
structured around trimesters and study can 
be conducted by coursework or as a research 
project and examination. The course can usually 
be completed in three semesters, but may vary 
with the individual program. The Professional 
Masters are well recognised by employers 
as adding value to existing skills, keeping 
employees at the forefront of their professions.

Successful completion of a Professional  
Master Degree may not allow students entry  
to PhD studies.

Doctoral Degree
A student with a Master degree, or a Bachelor 
degree with First or Upper Second Class 
Honours may be considered for admission 
to a Doctoral degree. In exceptional cases, 
applicants holding Bachelor Pass degrees 
may also be considered for admission to either 
Master or Doctoral degrees, provided they can 
demonstrate superior academic achievement, 

significant work experience and the capacity to 
undertake significant research. 

As in any application for admission into a higher 
degree, the approval of both the Head of the 
relevant School and the Graduate Studies 
Committee is required. A Doctoral degree usually 
requires at least three years of study. Research 
doctorates may sometimes be undertaken in 
a mixed mode – with one or two semesters 
completed in Perth, and the remainder in your 
home country. This arrangement is project 
dependent and must be negotiated on a case-
by-case basis with your supervisor.

Research & Coursework Degrees
Research

For a Master degree to be considered a 
research degree, at least two-thirds of the 
required work towards the degree must 
be pure research. The award of Master by 
Research indicates that you have contributed 
substantially to the knowledge or understanding 
in a field, and are capable of carrying out 
independent research. 

Applications for Masters by Research or Doctor 
of Philosophy must include a written two-page 
synopsis outlining the parameters and purpose 
of the research you wish to undertake. Please 
visit www.research.curtin.edu.au/forms/forms.
cfm for more information, and to download the 
application form.

Although there may be a requirement for some 
coursework units to be completed, the main 
proportion of the work is in the form of a thesis 
written under the guidance of a supervisor.

Assessment takes place after independent 
examiners mark the finished thesis.

How to Write a Research Proposal

It is recommended that the research proposal 
is no more than two pages long. It should state 
your research topic and outline your research 
plan and the objectives you wish to meet. You 
must also be able to show you have sufficient 
experience and knowledge in the selected area. 
The proposal should be accompanied by at 
least 10 cited references. 

Coursework

In a Master by Coursework, students 
enrol in subjects and attend lectures and 
tutorials. There will often be a minor research 
component, but assessment is progressive 
throughout the course.

research.curtin.edu.au
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Postgraduate Courses,  
Fees and Intakes 2010
Studies by Coursework

Teaching Areas Key 	
C	 Curtin Business School	
CAS	 Centre for Aboriginal Studies
HS	 Health Sciences
H	 Humanities	
S	 Science and Engineering	
VC	 John Curtin Centre of Public Policy

Standard Master Degree Key	
MCA	 Master of Creative Arts	
MBA	 Master of Business Administration
MA	 Master of Arts	
MCom	 Master of Commerce
MEngSc 	 Master of Engineering Science	
MEng	 Master of Engineering
MAppSc 	 Master of Applied Science
MPhil 	 Master of Philosophy	
MSc	 Master of Science

Notes Key 
* 	 Course undertaken on a 75-credit point per semester basis
^ 	 Entry offered on a case-by-case basis

Important Notes	
The tuition fees (shown in Australian dollars) are based on a normal 
full-time workload of 100 credits per semester (200 credits per year) 
unless otherwise stated. Students studying more than 100 credits per 
semester will have a higher annual tuition fee. The tuition fee is calculated 
and charged on a semester or, where appropriate, trimester basis. A 
student should expect that the indicative semester/trimester course fee, 
as shown on the Letter of Offer, might vary from the actual tuition fee 
depending on the units (subjects) undertaken. The actual tuition fee is not 
calculated until enrolment is completed. To calculate the actual course 
fee, you can refer to the unit (subject) fee that is listed at  
www.fees.curtin.edu.au/course_fees.cfm. The Total Indicative Course 
Fee is an estimate of the total fee for the entire duration of the course 
and includes estimated indexed yearly increases. Indicative Essential 
Incidental Fee may be for items such as extra lab materials or course 
materials specific to that course. All fees listed are subject to annual 
increases. Information is correct as at November 2008 and is subject  
to change.

For the latest in course information visit www.international.curtin.edu.au

Courses with a higher English Language requirement

English Language Test

Course IELTS (International English Language Testing 
System)

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language)

Writing and 
Speaking

Reading and 
Listening

Overall Band 
Score

TOEFL Score With minimum 
Test of Written 
English (TWE) 
Score

CBS: Post Grad Dip Bus (Acc) 

Master of Commerce (Acc)

Master of Advanced Accounting (MAcc)

7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

CBS: Master by Research & PhD Courses 7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

Department of Social Work & Social Policy 7.0 6.5 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

4.5

Graduate School of Business 

Master by Research & PhD Courses

MBA/MLM

6.5 6.5 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

4.5

Humanities 

Master by Research & PhD Courses

Master of Information Management

Writing 7.0

Speaking 6.0

Reading 7.0

Listening 6.5

6.5 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

4.5

Dept of Education 

Grad Dip in Education (Secondary)

Master of Education

Doctor of Education 

7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

4.5

All courses - Physiotherapy Pharmacy 

Occupational Therapy 

Psychology 

Nursing

7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer

100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

Health Sciences 

Masters by Research & PhD Courses

7.0 7.0 7.0^ 580 paper, 237 computer

100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

Master of Psychology 7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer

100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

Master of Medical Imaging Science 7.0 7.0 7.0 580 paper, 237 computer 
100 internet (25 in each section)

5.0

^ An Overall Band Score of 6.5 will be considered where the writing component score is a 7. 

Applicants who complete a Bachelor degree course in which English was the language of instruction will be considered on a case by case basis.

NOTE: Students applying from certain countries (such as China, India and Vietnam) will be required to undertake an IELTS test in order to be issued with a student visa by 
the Australian Government.

Postgraduate Entry Requirements (cont.)


